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Mapping Heritage and the Politics of Memory 

Dr. Ayham Dalal 

 

Abstract: So far, millions of Syrians have been displaced. Some are still in their journey while others have already settled. 
Throughout these journeys, each one of them carried a story of a place and a city in which they lived. In Homs, for instance, 
more than 70% of the city has been destroyed, or completely transformed. Thus, a pre-2011 Homs only exists in the 
memories of those who witnessed it. How displaced Syrians from Homs perceive their city? In how much, the new places 
of settlement affect this perception? How these forms of spatial memory and knowledge can be mapped and disseminated? 
This lecture seeks to present few examples of the art-research initiative “memory, place, heritage, displacement” which 
was run between 2017-2019, and to question the potentials and limitations of mapping, especially for the Syrian “lost cities” 
and after displacement. 

Ayham Dalal is an architect, urban planner and post-doctoral researcher at the University of Poitiers. His research focuses 
on the impact of displacement and migration, particularly on Arab communities in the Middle East and Europe. He is the 
author of the book, “From Shelters to Dwellings: The Zaatari Refugee Camp” to be published by Transcript this year, curator 
of two exhibitions and director of an award-winning film about refugees’ agency in camps. He was also part of the initiative 
“Memory, Place, Heritage, Displacement” in 2017, funded by the Gerda Henkel Stiftung 

Link to attend: https://b-tu.webex.com/b-tu-en/j.php?MTID=m48a336bf4c8d319d1ea2a5f98109d17f 

Contact: zarringhalam@b-tu.de 
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