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„Technik und Gesellschaft“ an der BTU – historisches Streiflicht

1991 – 1993 
Fakultät 5 für Philosophie und Sozialwissenschaft
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Master-Studiengang „Kultur und Technik“
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University of New South Wales, Sydney (Arts and Social Sciences)
“EH is an interdisciplinary field of study that is designed to provide students 

with a solid foundation from which to understand and critically engage with 
contemporary environmental issues.”

Universität Augsburg
EH are being institutionalized around the world as places of environmental 
research and teaching that bring together disciplines that were formerly 
more or less strictly separated both within the humanities themselves and in 
the dialogue with the natural sciences. 

Environmental Humanities – Humanities for the Environment
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General agreement
It is recognized that  science is able to monitor, measure and to some extent predict the 
biogeophysics of global change
BUT
Analytical power of sciences stops short of investigating the main driver of planetary 
change – the human factor
HENCE
What humans believe and value, how we organize ourselves, and what we invest to 
achieve our goals are factors that lie largely outside scientific calculation.
This is why a collaboration between the human, social and natural sciences is needed.

Environmental Humanities – Humanities for the Environment

Humanities 2015, 4, 977–992; doi:10.3390/h4040977
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Weitere Universitäten/Forschungseinrichtungen an denen EH situiert ist:
USA Princeton, Stanford, Santa Barbara, Oregon 
Australia Monash University
Canada University of Victoria
UK Bath, Birmingham 
Sweden KTH Laboratory Stockholm
Italy Turin
Germany Rachel Carson Centre Munich

Was nicht?

Vor allem – Leben im Zeitalter des Anthropozäns
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Different formats of popularization witness and strengthen likewise the arrival of the epoch

Deutsches Museum Rachel Carson Center, München
5.12. 2014 - 30.10.2016
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Making sense of the Anthropocene: 
Establishing socio-technical imagineries

Haus der Kulturen „Anthropocene Project“ 2013-15, Berlin
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THE ANTHROPOCENE –

FACTS THAT SCIENTISTS WIDELY AGREE ON:

- Human activity has become a global geological force in its own right.

-There is an interdependence of natural history and cultural history.

DISAGREEMENT ON THE QUESTIONS:

- Did the earth system move outside the envelope of Holocene variability?

- When did human activity become this „global geological force“ ?

- Is the Anthropocene a geological fact?

- What could serve as a material evidence ?
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- Was bedeutet Menschsein in einer Zeit globaler Umweltveränderungen? 

- Wie soll eine angemessene Umweltethik aussehen? 

- Wie sind politische, soziale, ökonomische Strukturen – und Ungleichheiten –

mit ökologischen Wirklichkeiten verschränkt? 

- Wie können kulturelle und künstlerische Formen das Verständnis und 

die Etablierung von Umweltwerten befördern? 

- Wie hat unser Verständnis des Verhältnisses Natur/Kultur unsere Be-

mühungen um die Erhaltung von (Natur/Kultur)-Gütern beeinflusst?

- Wie müssen sich unsere Begriffe von Natur und von Natur-/Umweltschutz 

ändern angesichts der aktuellen Situation? 

.

Verbreitete „Anthropozän-Fragen“ in der Forschung
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The age of the Anthropocene: a critical evaluation

Where does the term „age of the Anthropocene“ come from?

What is „climate“ in recent times? How does this refer to former concepts?

How can we define limits of time, space, ressources? 

What is the role of technologies? What about scientists and engineers?

How to involve people in societal transformation?

What kind of management can and should we encourage?

What socio-technical imagineries are linked to planet earth?
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INSTITUTIONELLE FORMEN „ENVIRONMENTAL HUMANITIES“

Wissenschaftliche Zeitschriften

Akademische Gesellschaften

Netzwerkbildung

Akademische Institutionen

Forschungsprogramme 

Studienprogramme
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WISSENSCHAFTLICHE ZEITSCHRIFTEN

Management and Oversight
Environmental Humanities is funded and
managed by a collaborative partnership
between Concordia University, Canada; 
Sydney Environment Institute, University of
Sydney, Environmental Humanities Program, 
University of New South Wales, Australia; 
University of California, LA, USA; 
Environmental Humanities Laboratory , KTH 
Royal Institute of Technology, Sweden; 
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SAGUF – Schweizerische Akademische Gesellschaft für 
Umweltforschung und Ökologie

(Forêt et al., speaking with the voice of saguf)
„Developing the Environmental Humanities: A Swiss Perspective“ 
„Environmental research and policy making must recognize the profound role
of culture in framing human-nature relationships.“ […] „Our ultimate goal must
be to articulate a fundamentally new way of living within the earth‘s natural limits“   
„Switzerland has a strong potential for researching, teaching and outreaching of 
EH. Global networks in diplomacy, health, finance, and commodity trade converge
in Switzerland.“

AKADEMISCHE GESELLSCHAFTEN
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OBSERVATORIES (MELLON FOUNDATION)

The aim of the Humanities for the Environment Observatories (HfE) is to identify, 
explore, and demonstrate the contributions that humanistic and artistic disciplines
make to solving global social and environmental challenges.

Our global projects are being conducted at eight research observatories:

the HfE Africa Observatory, HfE Asia-Pacific Observatory, HfE Australia-Pacific 
Observatory, the Circumpolar Observatory, the HfE East Aisa Observatory, the HfE
European Observatory, the HfE Latin American Observatory, and the HfE North 
American Observatory.

NETZWERKBILDUNG 
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Environmental Humanities Laboratory
(KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm)

Re-humanizing Nature: EH beyond the Anthropocene
“[…] interest in the humanities […] as the source for new knowledge impulses to 
assist societies in overcoming its crisis of mismatch between environmental 
knowledge and environmental action. 
Taking this development seriously, one mission for a research program in
the environmental humanities is to acknowledge its role in building a new
‘expertise of the future’, complementing and on a par with the environmental 
expertise that was built […] mostly in the natural sciences.”

AKADEMISCHE INSTITUTIONEN 
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Forschungsprogramm „Environmental Humanities“

FORSCHUNGSPROGRAMME
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STUDIENPROGRAMME



Faculty 5: Economy, Law and Society
Chair of General Science of Technology
Prof. Dr. Astrid Schwarz

STUDIENPROGRAMME



Veranstaltung Kapitel	01:	NAME

Faculty 5: Economy, Law and Society
Chair of General Science of Technology
Prof. Dr. Astrid Schwarz

Module – Grundlagen, Praxis, Abschlussarbeit
müssen von allen Studenten belegt werden

Modulkatalog A

Voraussetzung: Bachelor of Arts

Schwerpunkt:
kulturwisschenschaftliches

Denken

Modulkatalog B

Voraussetzung: Bachelor of Science

Schwerpunkt:
technisch - kulturwissenschaftliches

Denken

TU Braunschweig:
M.A. Kultur der technisch- wissenschaftlichen Welt

Modell 1 
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TU Braunschweig:
M.A. Kultur der technisch- wissenschaftlichen Welt

- Kulturwissenschaftlicher Schwerpunkt 
(Anglistik/Germanistik/Geschichte/Philosophie) 

Voraussetzung: kulturwissenschaftlicher/vergleichbarer Hochschulabschluss (B.A.) 
→ Belegung Aufbaumodule TND

- Technisch-naturwissenschaftlicher Schwerpunkt
mit einem naturwissenschaftlichen Hochschulabschluss (B.Sc.) 

→ Belegung Aufbaumodule KWD

- alle anderen Module werden 
schwerpunktunabhängig belegt

Bildquelle: https://www.tu-braunschweig.de/Medien-DB/fk6/KTW/studienverlauf_ktw_v2.png

Modell 1 
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Wirtschaftsuniversität Wien
M.A. Socio-Ecological Economics and Policy

1. Grundlagen

2. Fachliche Spezialisierung und Expertise 
in einem selbst gewählten Bereich

3. Synthese 
in Form von Masterthesis

Modell 2 
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Wirtschaftsuniversität Wien
M.A. Socio-Ecological Economics and Policy

Modell 2 
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Universität Kiel
M.A. Praktische Philosophie der Wirtschaft und Umwelt

Wahlpflichtbereich

Wahl eines Schwerpunktbereiches
Umwelt oder Wirtschaft

Interdisziplinär

Modulbelegung aus anderen Fachbereichen

Pflichtmodule

Grundlagen in Philosophie und Ethik
50

30

20

Modell 3 
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Universität Kiel
M.A. Praktische Philosophie der Wirtschaft und Umwelt

Modulkataloge der Wahlpflichtbereiche Ökonomie und Umwelt:

Ökonomie
Mathematik, Einführung VWL, Makroökonomie; Mikroökonomie; Sustainable Economics; 

Economics and Ethics;  Poverty, Equity and Development etc.

Umwelt
Wissenschaftstheorie, Geschichte, Theorie und Ethik der Medizin, Political Ecology,
Political Geography, Klimaforschung und Klimaethik, Klimatologie und Klimawandel, 
Biodiversity and Ecosystems, Politökonomische Modellierung etc. 

Modell 3

https://www.studium.uni-kiel.de/de/studienangebot/studienfaecher/praktische-philosophie-der-wirtschaft-und-umwelt-ma
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„Thinking the Environment“ at BTU                            
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„Thinking the Environment“ at BTU                            

Possible modules/seminars:

etc. 


