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Sundent ex erorem rae volorerum es iuntinulpa quis rerepudae 
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luptamus.
Axim venis rerum natinia quo omnit essimag niscidu cillit et pa-
runt porae nus de peditiu ritatiunt re rem aut officati imus sam, 
voluptatur?
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perias derro maximaio eicia dolorianto cones solesseditat 
evenese quistis simo in nonsequam hic tent expliquam volo-
rem none dolorem. Et rectasp eribus restiore deliae odit volupti 
quis re, inctios as nimod et as maximinusam voluptiorrum sum 

1 _ RATIONALE 
CITY/SITE CONTEXT
While planning Wolf House site design, we realised that main challenge for us was to
find the link between past/present and create a common ground for both cities to
move on together into the future. Therefore, it was important to tell the story of the Wolf
House in different contexts - as a residency of Wolf family, as a masterpiece of Mies
van der Rohe’s early period architecture, and finally - as a collective Polish-German cul-
tural
heritage. The site has a big potential to reconnect both cities, by becoming a junction 
bringing together their residents. In the context of Gubin/Guben development towards 
“Europe city”, the Wolf Forum could become a platform for German-Polish cooperation, 
as well as a driver of interaction between locals. Our intention is to have access to the 
site from both sides of the city.

2 _ THE CONCEPT
         

   

The idea of the multifunctional cultural centre is based on our interpretation of the 
space left by the former Wolf House with its remains buried underground. By applying 
the concept of “collective memory”, we reinforce in our project the perception of the 
site and show the complexity of its meaning for the cities of Guben and Gubin. The 
Wolf Forum found its own way to reinterpret the place and display the findings from the 
excavations, without diminishing its cultural significance. It also applies compatible 
use of the space, serving as a museum that represents works of Mies van der Rohe, as 
well as educational and research platform for german-polish cooperation projects. 

The project unveils the floor plan of the former house and reflects it in the new design. 
As a starting point, the wall of the ground floor’s main corridor was taken, since it was 
a remarkable element and a backbone of the former Wolf house. The walls from the 
side of the the main entrance are made of metal grids filled with pieces of red brick to 
recall those laying underground. A spatial frame of the ground floor allows a visitor to 
get a feeling how the former house was organised. Through the use of bricks remin-
ding original material of the Wolf house, the new building provides to the public a better 
understanding of the original position. 

Each one of the three parts of the building is mainly constructed in a certain material to 
support the distinction between the varying spaces of the Wolf Forum and to underline 
where has been the old building and what is new.

ELEVATION_NORTH-EAST M250SITEPLAN M1000

REPLICATION / LINK / INTERPRETATION

project title
student name  I student name  I  student name  I student name

the wolf house revisited
btu cottbus-senftenberg I master course I summer term 2015 
architecture I heritage conservation and site management I world heritage studies

all text describing your project:  roboto, minimum size 20pt 
regular

Tum fugitasperes exeritae. Ciis earcimu storendam inctore sti-
bus aut dolupta sperchici con rem quia eosaniet venis enecati 
dolupta turerectis etus, conet qui dolendu cienditam, sus.
Sundent ex erorem rae volorerum es iuntinulpa quis rerepudae 
eatiori atumquodit fugiate et quas exceris et et pa et velit que 
volorro dempe que omnis quam, omnias veliquiae volorepuda-
ni comni nonseru ptatece rumquia tincidus serchil lorrum do-
luptamus.
Axim venis rerum natinia quo omnit essimag niscidu cillit et pa-
runt porae nus de peditiu ritatiunt re rem aut officati imus sam, 
voluptatur?
Eliquis elic tectotatem volecest, quasperi seque poruptis sim-
porrum qui odit ex eari conserio. Em hillis aribeataqui sum fa-
ceaque rae prehent harias pla doles eum remquo cullabo rem-
perias derro maximaio eicia dolorianto cones solesseditat 
evenese quistis simo in nonsequam hic tent expliquam volo-
rem none dolorem. Et rectasp eribus restiore deliae odit volupti 
quis re, inctios as nimod et as maximinusam voluptiorrum sum 

the wolf forum
karina golubenko  I alessia montacchini  I  moritz rinne



German Polish Coop

GUBEN GUBIN

reconnection
cooperation

development

integration

community
building

Café
Wolf House Area

THE WOLF FORUM
1. RATIONALE: CITY/SITE CONTEXT

While planning Wolf House site design, we realised that main 
challenge for us was to find the link between past and present, to 
create a common ground for both cities to move on together into 
the future. Therefore, it was important to tell the story of the Wolf 
House in different contexts - as a residency of Wolf family, as a 
masterpiece of Mies van der Rohe’s early period architecture, and 
finally - as a collective Polish-German cultural heritage.

2. THE CONCEPT

The idea of the multifunctional centre started from the 
concept of an adaptive reuse of the space occupied by 
previous Wolf House. The new fabric is based on four 
main principles: it was conceived as a place to interpret 
the cultural significance of the former Wolf house and 
display the findings from the excavations, as well as to 
serve as museum about the outstanding figure of Mies 
van der Rohe and as education/research center.

As starting point  for our design we  have taken  the wall of the main corridor of the ground floor 
since it is a remarkable element of the house -  it was a backbone of the former house. The walls 
from the side of the main entrance (park) are made of grids filled with pieces of bricks to recall 
those lying on the ground.
A frame on the ground filled with pieces of red bricks to give an idea of the outline of the former 
house (light red walls). Through the use of red bricks (original material of the house), the new 
building will provide to the public a better image on how was the former construction.

GROUND FLOOR - WOLF HOUSE AREA

Main Entrance, Wolf House Area with Excavation and exposition of objects, Cafè → Surviving evidence of the former 
house will be documented inside the new building, it will be not destroyed but it will be sheltered and protected by the 
same building.  This space will be accessible to the public: people will be allowed to walk through a bridge above the 
excavation area and to observe objects found during the digging. 

FIRST FLOOR - GERMAN-POLISH COOPERATION

The sapce is divided int0 2 rooms→ Recalling the difficult urban history and development of Guben/Gubin af-
ter WWII, this space have been created to strengthen the relationship within German and Polish inhabitants of 
the twin city. Students in special, also from the nearby cities, can take advantage of this opportunity to make 
their own researches or to organize workshops and seminars.

UNDERGROUND FLOOR: MIES VAN DER 
ROHE MUSEUM 

This museum is dedicated to the architect 
and developer of the Wolf house, Mies van 
der Rohe. A large exhibition will display infor-
mation about his life, concept and works, in 
order to witness his huge contribution to the 
modern architecture. 

3. FUNCTIONAL ORGANISATION

Elevation South-EastSection

3 _ DIVISION INTO THREE AREAS

A _ INTERPRETATION 
LOCATION, SITE, SHAPE
The main aim is to create a framed view of the house that is similar to the original one,
as well as to restore some physical layers to recover part of the house’s outline. In this
way people coming from the side of the main entrance have the chance to interpret the 
site through the observation of the shape and elements of the new building and to un-
derstand the location of the original Wolf House.

B _ CONNECTION / LINK TO CULTURAL EVIDENCE 
INTERPRETATION / EDUCATION / REPLICATION 

The project takes into account the necessity of the cultural evidence at the site. There-
fore, it was decided to excavate the remains of the Wolf House and present some se-
lected valuable pieces inside the new building. That provides an important link between 
two parts of the Wolf Forum (replication and interpretation) and helps the visitor to per-
ceive the building foremost as a heritage site. For those who are not familiar with the 
history of the Wolf House, that would be a great instrument to understand the place, as 
it is the only physical witness of what had been here before the house was demolished. 

C _ REPLICATION
RELOCATION, INSIDE-OUTSIDE CONNECTION

From the side of the slope the new structure is meant to be a replica of the original 
house, aiming to give an impression of its real dimensions and volumes. This part of 
the building is made of concrete and glass in order to avoid misunderstanding and 
misinterpretation of the site. The fabric is used in this way, so that the new structure 
would be easy to distinguish from the original one. Different colours and materials also 
pro-vide the connection between inside and outside, what is so typical for Mies van der 
Rohe architecture. The entrance to this side of the Wolf Forum is accessible through 
the series of stairs.
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THE WOLF FORUM
1. RATIONALE: CITY/SITE CONTEXT

While planning Wolf House site design, we realised that main 

create a common ground for both cities to move on together into 
the future. Therefore, it was important to tell the story of the Wolf 
House in different contexts - as a residency of Wolf family, as a 
masterpiece of Mies van der Rohe’s early period architecture, and 

3 _ DIVISION INTO THREE AREAS

A _ INTERPRETATION 
LOCATION, SITE, SHAPE

The main aim is to create a framed view of the house that is similar to the original one,
as well as to restore some physical layers to recover part of the house’s outline. In this
way people coming from the side of the main entrance have the chance to interpret the 
site through the observation of the shape and elements of the new building and to un -
derstand the location of the original Wolf House.

B _ CONNECTION / LINK TO CULTURAL EVIDENCE 
INTERPRETATION / EDUCATION / REPLICATION 

A partial excavation will be visible to the public, only a small intervention on the site 
have been undertaken to affect as less as possible the cultural evidence. Fundamental 
will be the conservation of removed artefacts and further visible layers which will be 
left in position to be protected (exhibition and accessibility). Inside this area, people 
will also have an idea of the complexity which was typical of the previous house.

C _ REPLICATION
RELOCATION, INSIDE-OUTSIDE CONNECTION

From the side of the slope the new structure is meant to be a replica of the original 
house, aiming to give an impression of its real dimensions and volumes. This part of 
the building is made of concrete and glass in order to avoid misunderstanding and 
misinterpretation of the site. The fabric is used in this way, so that the new structure 
would be easy to distinguish from the original one. Different colours and materials also 
provide the connection between inside and outside, what is so typical for Mies van der 
Rohe architecture. The entrance to this side of the Wolf Forum is accessible through 
the series of stairs.
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ORIGINAL PICTURE _WOLF HOUSE



FIRST FLOOR _ GERMAN-POLISH COOPERATION
The space of the first floor is divided into two rooms. Recalling the difficult history and 
urban development of Guben/Gubin after WWII, this space was created to strengthen 
relationships
between German and Polish inhabitants of the twin city. One room can be used by lo-
cal students (as well as from the neighbouring cities) for organising joint workshops, 
seminars and collaborative exhibitions. Another room is supposed to be a conference 
hall for polish and german cooperation projects.

GROUND FLOOR _ WOLF HOUSE AREA

The ground floor of the Wolf Forum can be accessed through the main entrance, which 
leads to the Wolf House Area where the excavated artefacts of the former house are 
exposed. 
The physical evidence of the remains  of the Wolf House is represented inside the new 
building. After digging underground, the excavations were sheltered and protected by 
the new structure. This space is accessible to the public - people are allowed to walk 
through the bridge above the excavation area and observe displayed objects.

UNDERGROUND FLOOR _ MIES VAN DER ROHE MUSEUM

INTERPRETATION / LINK _ ARRIVAL EAST

LINK _ WOLF HOUSE AREA / EXCAVATION SITE / CAFE

REPLICATION _ MIES VAN DER ROHE MUSEUM / VIEW TO GUBEN 

SECTION M250ELEVATION_SOUTH-EAST M250

-1 _ MIES VAN DER ROHE FLOOR                                                 M250
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The museum on the underground floor is dedi-
cated to the architect and designer of the Wolf 
house -  Mies van der Rohe. A large retrospec-
tive exhibition displays information about his 
life and works, and demonstrates his signifi-
cant contribution to the development of mo-
dernist architecture. That enhances even more 
the cultural value of the site and serves as a 
powerful tool to attract more visitors. 
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