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// THE WOLF HOUSE REVISITED

The Wolf House was built from 1925 until 1927 and represents the first modernist draft of Mies 
van der Rohe that was actually realized. Mies van der Rohe was assigned by the Wolf family 
who were very interested in modern art and open minded towards progress and the modern de-
velopments in architecture. The house was situated atop a hill facing the Neiße River in Guben. 
In the end of the Second World War the house was totally destroyed and construction materi-
als were used for the reconstruction of the city. From the findings it seems that the house was 
burned to the ground in war time since many fragments were found as well as molted glass, 
indicating a fire as well as the fact that the furniture and the rest of the furnishings have not 
been removed before the fire.
 
Today the site is a park in which a small reminder of the Wolf House has been integrated. The 
ground floor plan of the Wolf House was created from hedges but in a smaller scale to give 
visitors an idea of the former house. In addition information boards were put up dealing with 
Mies van der Rohe as the architect and the Wolf family and its background as the inhabitants.

// The Wolf House

Ludwig Mies van der Rohe designed the Wolf House as strict cubature, faced with red brick; 
the individual cubes were asymmetrically arranged and had different sizes and flat roofs. The 
façade was faced with bricks.

He conceived the house sculpture-like, taking cubes of different volumes putting them together 
creating a contiguous structure of rooms. As a consequence moving through the ground floor 
required the constant change of directions. But still the rooms are recognizable as different 
rooms in the Wolf House. 

These facts clarify that the Wolf House only represents the beginning or somehow Mies first at-
tempt in reality to realize his modernist ideas. Another typical element already integrated is the 
extension of walls to the outside enclosing garden and terrace areas to connect the inside and 
outside of the house in a transition. Regarding these aspects the new ideals of the dissolution 
of separated rooms and the connection and flowing relation between inside and outside were 
definitely implemented. Still there is a strong development and radicalization visible in his later 
projects as the Tugendhat House and the Barcelona Pavilion where also the aspect of transpa-
rency plays an important role.

// UNDERSTANDING THE PLACE 

Meaning of the Place to architecture and the architect´s development

The Wolf House can be seen as a conceptual Break-through in Ludwig Mies van der 
Rohes architectural work as well as in the development of modern architecture and is 
said to be a “summary of his (van der Rohes) thinking about residential architecture 
in the mid twenties”. It was the first draft that differed from the neoclassical houses 
he used to design before. 

Since 1921 Mies was building neoclassical architecture but already started to elabora-
te new modernist ideas. One very famous example was his suggestion for a skyscra-
per in Friedrichstraße that he envisioned to be faceted all-glass. 
Joining the Bauhaus design school and becoming the director also affected his ar-
chitectural style. He internalized the functionalist ideas of simple geometric forms in 
the design of useful objects.
The forerunner and one of the first visions of a modernist house was the unbuilt pro-
ject of the Brick Country House from 1924. In this draft his ideas of a newly interpreted 
creation of space is visible. He dissolved the strict division between individual rooms 
and created a floating space only structured by freely arranged planes.
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// CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

The values of the site are its symbolic character for the turning point in Mies van der Ro-
hes architecture itself as well as being the beginning of modernist architecture in general. 
It indicates Mies van der Rohes ideals which he later on perfected in constructions as the 
Villa Tugendhat and the status quo also is a testimony of the history the setting lived th-
rough. The destruction of the house shows the traces of World War Second as well as the 
fact that the site today belongs to Gubin in Poland. 

As defined in the Burra Charter (1999) Cultural Significance means “aesthetic, historic, 
scientific, social or spiritual value for past, present or future generations.” (Art.1.2.)
The Wolf House fulfils these criteria for as much as it has a highly historical value, being 
one of the pioneer houses of a turning point in the international understanding of architec-
ture. Introducing a new understanding of aesthetics combined with functionalism and a 
strict and pure design vocabulary. 

Also through the place`s history it has great potential for intercultural cooperation between 
Poland and Germany, having the value of abetting the reunion of a city that has been divi-
ded between two countries. It is the possibility look back at the shared history of Guben 
since the family who inhabited the house was linked to the textile industry which played a 
big role in Guben.

// SITE POLICY - Reconstruction/Preservation

As required in the Burra Charter our intervention at 
the former building ground of the Wolf House will be 
minimal invasive and oriented at the conservation of 
the remaining materials.

Since the only remains are situated underground ex-
cavations will be necessary. Also to reanimate the 
place a new interpretation will be added in the intro-
duction of sculpture-like structure.

The structure will combine the following three diffe-
rent aspects of reconstruction, preservation and ab-
straction focusing only on parts of the original buil-
ding and not adding any additions. 

The reconstruction and preservation will take place 
in the area of the former terraces. Since excavati-
ons on site already took place in an earlier project 
and left-overs of the former walls were found a sec-
ond excavation will be required. The excavations will 
focus on the western terrace of the house and the 
wall dividing the terrace from the vineyard. The parts 
that do not remain will be reconstructed so that the 
terrace will in the end be completed again. A diffe-
rent kind of bricks will be used to clearly distinguish 
the remaining parts from the reconstructed parts.

// The Wolf House

The turning point of Mies perspective on architecture is the most important aspect of the 
site. The site represents the meaning the house had in a long term view and historical per-
spective as being a symbol of the beginning of modernist architecture. 

Also the Wolf House belonged to a family representing the time in Guben`s history when 
it was an important location for German textile industry. Mr. Wolf owned a cloth Mill and 
married Elisabeth Wilke who was the inherent of the big Wilke Hat Manufactory.
 
The site brings together the aspect of the significant architecture and the history of a 
family as well as the place`s history itself being described by the division of Guben after 
World War Second. The former German City was divided alongside the Neiße River into a 
German and a Polish part so that the building ground of the Wolf House nowadays is si-
tuated in Poland.
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// SITE POLICY - Design Proposal

The abstraction will focus on the living rooms, the earlier heart of the house. Further excavations will be necessary since the former living rooms will be displayed in an abstraction and 
excavation will be necessary to place the abstraction. The abstraction will be realized as frames in which climbing plants will be integrated to replace former walls. Those frames will 
not replace every single wall from the house they will only shape the characteristic parts of the former living rooms. The intention is to give visitors a “room-like” feeling to impart the 
dissolution of the individual rooms. 

The frames are 40cm wide and be as high as the whole building was depending on their location. The different heights of the frames will give the impression of what the house looked 
like seen from down the hill. In addition inside the structure people can sit down because the ranking plants will only grow at one side of the frame. The frames will be very light cons-
tructions thus the ground will not be sealed so that further excavations will be still possible. 

Also many fragments of Erich Wolf`s China Collection have been found in the earlier excavation, to keep findings like these on site a closed cabinet will be integrated into the frame of 
the former study room. In this cabinet also the documentation and development of the site will be displayed to give visitors background information.

Today the building ground is integra-
ted into a public park. This status 
quo should be retained; the site will 
be integrated into the park and will 
keep its recreational aspect. There 
will be no restrictions for access. 
The slope will also be integrated 
again to safeguard the view down 
the hill at the river. Since it was not 
a garden but a vineyard only a few 
trees and benches will be placed. 
Through this intervention the ac-
cess to the site will be possible from 
up the hill as well as from down the 
hill. 

The main focus of the project is to 
keep the public park as a recrea-
tional area for the local people as 
well as to implement a cultural site 
referring to the Wolf House to also 
attract tourists. The site combines 
a place and structure to remind of 
its history and cultural value and 
also contributes to the city´s living 
quality.
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