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“There is no such thing as heritage.” This provocative statement represents a point of view that 
has become dominant in the study of cultural heritage in recent decades. It suggests that a focus 
on historic buildings, sites and objects – that is, on things – is no longer sufficient to explain the 
power and significance of “heritage” in human society. Rather, it is necessary to understand 
heritage as a process and a practice: that is, as something that people do and make at historic 
sites – often for reasons that may be political in nature.
How and why heritage-making occurs are central questions to be addressed in the study project. 
Through readings and discussion, we will explore key concepts developed in the field of Heritage 
Studies, including “appropriation” and “construction”, “performance” and “mapping”, and 
“contestation”, “negotiation” and “co-authoring”, among others. We will then apply this theoretical 
framework to the analysis of selected heritage sites, looking closely at the processes and 
practices of heritage-making or “heritageization” operating there, as well as the needs, motives 
and politics behind them. At least two in-person site-visits to heritage sites are planned.
Participation in the weekly meetings is expected, and attendance at the site-visits is mandatory. 
Evaluation will be based on oral and written contributions generated in the context of group work.

HERITAGE MAKING AT HISTORIC SITES: PROCESSES, PRACTICES AND POLITICS

Denkmalpflege
Prof. Dr. habil. Johanna Blokker
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27.04.2023 15:30 LG2A 0.25.1

Do  15:30-17:00  A/B-Woche
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2 full-day site visits (TBD)
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